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1 . 

AULO NOBUEIRA NETO, CHIEF OF SEMA AND HIS 
DEPUTY CARLOS CELSO HAVE REQUESTED THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING ASSISTANCE FOR 
THE IMPORTANT NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE 
NOW SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 2-6 IN BRASILIA: 

A. CONTACT DR. VINCENT WITT, ADVISOR FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT FOR THE PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
(PAHO) AND A COORDINATOR FOR THE PRESENT CONFERENCE. 
URGE HIM AND EPA TO PICK THE BEST THREE PEOPLE 
POSSIBLE FROM EPA RANKS TO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERTS 
ROHLICK, JEMSEN, AND MIDDLETON, WHOM WE UNDERSTAND ARE 
UNABLE TO JOIN THE CONFERENCE AS PLANNED. PAHO, 
ACCORDING TO CELSO, HAD AGREED TO UNDERWRITE THE TRIP 
FOR THREE EXPERTS AND IS NOW WORKING WITH EPA TO SELECT 
QUALIFIED PEOPLE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS. WITT HAS 

THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

B. URGE EPA THROUGH FITZHUGH GREEN TO MAKE FORMER STAG 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RICHARD DEWLING AVAILABLE FOR THE CONFERENCE AND FUND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


HIS TRIP. DEWLING MADE AN EXCELLENT IMPRESSION ON SEMA 
OFFICIALS AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. (SEE REF. 1) 

HE OFFERED SUGGESTIONS ON THE CONFERENCE CONTENT AND 
PURPOSE WHICH THEY GREATLY VALUED. AMONG OTHER THINGS 
HE SHOWED SLIDES OF HOW TO HANDLE EMERGENCY OIL SPILLS 
AND COMMENTED ON VARIOUS METHODS TO COPE WITH THEM. 
UNFORTUNATELY, GUANABARA BAY EXPERIENCED A NASTY OIL 
SPILL VERY RECENTLY. CELSO REPORTED THAT THEY DREW ON 
DEWLINGS'S LECTURE TO TAKE REMEDIAL STEPS. ON THIS 
SUBJECT. THEY WANT DEWLING TO DISCUSS WITH THEM 
EXACTLY HOW TO ORGANIZE AND TRAIN AN EMERGENCY OIL 
SP IT. I. TEAM. 

2. FOR YEARS, THE U.S. MISSION HAS BEEN EAGER FOR THE 

GOB TO TAKE POSITIVE STEPS IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AREA IN LINE WITH U.S. POLICY OBJECTIVES. AT LAST THE 
BRAZILIAN MOMENTUM HAS BEGUN. THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT (SEMA) WAS ESTABLISHED IN NOVEMBER, 1973. 

THE SEMA CONFERENCE, ITSELF A BENCHMARK, WILL BE A MAJOR 
EFFORT TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CODE. EXPERTS 
FUNDED BY THEIR GOVERNMENTS ARE COMING FROM JAPAN, SWEDEN, 
MEXICO AND WEST GERMANY. OTHER EXPERTS WILL BE FUNDED BY 
UNDP. WHO, AND PAHO. SOVIET AIR POLLUTION EXPERT L. 

ISMEROV IS EXPECTED. IT IS VERY MUCH IN THE U.S. 

INTEREST TO SUPPORT THE SEMA CONFERENCE WITH TOP 
QUALITY U.S. ENVIRONMENTALISTS, ESPECIALLY 
FROM EPA, THE U.S. ENTITY WITH WHICH SEMA WISHES 
TO EXPAND ITS RELATIONSHIP. 

3. THE MISSION STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE SEMA REQUEST 
AND RECOMMENDS SIGNIFICANT EPA SUPPORT TO "A" 

AND "B". PLEASE ADVISE. 

CRIMMINS 
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